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	CASE

A protective housing for the computer’s sensitive pieces.
	
	CD ROM

CD-ROM (compact disc, read-only memory) is a popular form of distribution of commercial software. Many systems now offer CD-R (recordable) and CD-RW (rewritable), which can also record.   Whether they are used to hold music, data or computer software, they have become the standard medium for distributing large quantities of information in a reliable package. 


	
	CONNECTORS

Connectors used for plugging in video, network, microphone and speaker.

	
	
	
	
	

	POWER SUPPLY CONNECTOR

Connects the Power Supply to an outlet.
	
	MOUSE & KEYBOARD CONNECTORS

Keyboard - The keyboard is the primary device for entering information into the computer. 

Mouse - The mouse is the primary device for navigating and interacting with the computer. 

This also shows a set of USB ports on the bottom row.
	
	CONNECTORS

PARALLEL PORT

If you have a printer connected to your computer, there is a good chance that it uses the parallel port. While USB is becoming increasingly popular, the parallel port is still a commonly used interface for printers.

One of the most basic external connections to a computer, the serial port has been an integral part of most computers for more than 20 years. Although many of the newer systems have done away with the serial port completely in favor of USB connections, most modems still use the serial port, as do some printers, PDAs and digital cameras.

	
	
	
	
	

	CPU

The computer you are using to read this page uses a microprocessor to do its work. The microprocessor is the heart of any normal computer, whether it is a desktop machine, a server or a laptop. The microprocessor you are using might be a Pentium, a K6, a PowerPC, a Sparc or any of the many other brands and types of microprocessors, but they all do approximately the same thing in approximately the same way.
	
	FLOPPY DRIVE

The floppy disk drive (FDD) was the primary means of adding data to a computer until the CD-ROM drive became popular. In fact, FDDs have been a key component of most personal computers for more than 20 years.  Basically, a floppy disk drive reads and writes data to a small, circular piece of metal-coated plastic similar to audio cassette tape. 
	
	HARD DRIVE

At the simplest level, a hard disk is not that different from a cassette tape. Both hard disks and cassette tapes use the same magnetic recording. Hard disks and cassette tapes also share the major benefits of magnetic storage -- the magnetic medium can be easily erased and rewritten, and it will "remember" the magnetic flux patterns stored onto the medium for many years. 


	IDE CABLE

IDE devices use a ribbon cable to connect to each other. RC’s have all of the wires laid flat next to each other instead of bunched or wrapped together in a bundle. IDE ribbon cables have either 40 or 80 wires. There is a connector at each end of the cable and another one about two-thirds of the distance from the motherboard connector. This cable cannot exceed 18 inches in total length (12 inches from first to second connector, and 6 inches from second to third) to maintain signal integrity. The blue connector attaches to the motherboard. The black connector attaches to the primary (master) drive. The grey connector attaches to the secondary (slave) drive. 
	
	MOTHERBOARD

The one piece of equipment that ties everything together - the motherboard, allows all the parts of your computer to receive power and communicate with one another. A motherboard by itself is useless, but a computer has to have one to operate. The motherboard's main job is to hold the computer's microprocessor chip and let everything else connect to it. Everything that runs the computer or enhances its performance is either part of the motherboard or plugs into it via a slot or port.
	
	MEMORY

Although memory is technically any form of electronic storage, it is used most often to identify fast, temporary forms of storage. If your computer's CPU had to constantly access the hard drive to retrieve every piece of data it needs, it would operate very slowly. When the information is kept in memory, the CPU can access it much more quickly. Most forms of memory are intended to store data temporarily.

	
	
	
	
	

	NETWORK

A group of two or more computer systems linked together. There are many types of computer networks, including: 

  local-area networks (LANs) : The computers are geographically close together (that is, in the same building). 

  wide-area networks (WANs) : The computers are farther apart and are connected by telephone lines or radio waves. 

  campus-area networks (CANs): The computers are within a limited geographic area, such as a campus or military base. 

  metropolitan-area networks MANs): A data network designed for a town or city. 

  home-area networks (HANs): A network contained within a user's home that connects a person's digital devices. 


	
	POWER SUPPLY

If there is any one component that is absolutely vital to the operation of a computer, it is the power supply. Without it, a computer is just an inert box full of plastic and metal. The power supply converts the alternating current (AC) line from your home to the direct current (DC) needed by the personal computer.
	
	SOUND CARD

Before the invention of the sound card, a PC could make one sound - a beep. Although the computer could change the beep's frequency and duration, it couldn't change the volume or create other sounds.

Fortunately, computers' sound capabilities increased greatly in the 1980s, when several manufacturers introduced add-on cards dedicated to controlling sound. Now, a computer with a sound card can do far more than just beep. It can produce 3-D audio for games or surround sound playback for DVDs. It can also capture and record sound from external sources. 

	
	
	
	
	

	VIDEO CARD

A board that plugs into a personal computer to give it display capabilities. The display capabilities of a computer, however, depend on both the logical circuitry (provided in the video adapter) and the display monitor. A monochrome monitor, for example, cannot display colors no matter how powerful the video adapter.

	
	ZIP DRIVE

A high-capacity floppy disk drive developed by Iomega Corporation. Zip disks are slightly larger than conventional floppy disks, and about twice as thick. They can hold 100 or 250 MB of data. Because they're relatively inexpensive and durable, they have become a popular media for backing up hard disks and for transporting large files. 


	
	


